I was interested to see that the survey on preferred titles (April 2006 JRSM 1 ) was restricted to ENT surgeons. In my first pre-registration house job many years ago, one of my 'chiefs' was a bombastic and irascible ENT surgeon who, on one occasion when a nurse had the temerity to address him as 'doctor', responded 'Call me sir, I'm not a doctor!' I considered it an unwise career move to observe that 'sir' was also inappropriate as he was neither a knight nor a baronet.
Strictly speaking, the only people entitled to use the title 'doctor' are those holding doctoral degrees, whether in medicine, philosophy, music, science, law or whatever.
Indeed, in Germany, if one remarked that a person was a doctor, one would immediately be asked 'of what?'. I agree that the term 'specialist' is unsatisfactory. Perhaps hospital consultants could use the term 'professor', which simply means that they profess to know something; but it would sound impressive and enhance their placebo effect. The teachers at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry are all called professor, and it must be admitted that the magical arts and the practice of medicine have a very great deal in common.
Competing interests MD and a visiting professor. In Germany I would be referred to as 'Doctor Doctor', and when I served as a professor in the Netherlands, I was called 'Professor Doctor Doctor'. It did not matter whether I was a physician, surgeon, podiatrist, veterinarian, dentist, and/or psychologist.
John M Grange
In several places in the two publications the authors take umbrage at the very idea that dentists should be called doctors. For example, in the article by Ibery et al., 'Do surgeons wish to become doctors?', the authors state, 'dental surgeons in general dental practice, who also hold a bachelors degree, are now styling themselves Dr. We are uncertain as to the origin of this creeping doctorization'.
To compound the insult, you separate doctors from dentists in your comparisons, rather than referring to them as physicians and dentists, who are both called doctor in the USA and elsewhere. Even that distinction would become blurred if the change being proposed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts legislature to redesignate dentists as oral physicians comes to pass. Competing interests None declared.
